Scarbo

Dedicated to pianist Rudolph Ganz (1877-1972), the final piece of the suite is back to the subject of
spirits. According to Betrand’s poem, Scarbo was a malicious, sneaky and speedy dwarf-like goblin,
who appeared at midnight to play tricks and to scare the poet. Scarbo laughed in the dark and made
scraping noise with his nails. He pirouetted and twirled across the room. He could suddenly grow from
a dwarf to as gigantic as belfry of a cathedral. He could change color or become translucent. . . and
suddenly he vanished. Both musically and technically, Ravel’s rendition is as devilish and frightening
as the poem. This is the piece that he wanted to rival Balakirev’s Islamey. It requires ultimate precision
and agility, and transcendental acrobatic prowess from the player. Repeated notes are to be played
precisely but at a lightning speed. Double-notes scale, chords and arpeggios are so complex that it
would almost need more than ten fingers or even one more hand to handle.
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